THE EARTH, IN RELATION TO LIFE 22T> tion and social development by means of the necessary struggle against, and utilisation of, the various forces of nature.
WATER, ITS AMOUNT AND DISTRIBUTION ON THE EARTH
Although it is generally known that the oceans occupy more than two-thirds of the whole surface of the globe, the enormous bulk of the water in proportion to the land that rises above its surface is hardly ever appreciated. But as this is a matter of the greatest importance, both as regards the geological history of the globe and the special subject we are here discussing, it will be necessary to enter into some details in regard to it.
According to the best recent estimates, the land area of the globe is 0.&8 of the whole surface, and the water area 0,7£, But thc mean height of the land above the sea-level is found to be 2250 feet, while the mean depth of the seas and oceans is 13,860 feet; so that though the water area is two and a half times that of the land, the mean depth of the water is more than six times the mean height of the land. This is, of course, due to the fact that lowlands occupy most of the land-area, thc plateaus and high mountains a comparatively small portion of it; while, though the greatest depths of the oceans about equal the greatest heights of the mountains, yet over enormous areas the oceans arc deep enough to submerge all the mountains of Europe and temperate North America, except the extreme summits of one or two of them. Hence it follows* that the bulk of the oceans, even omitting all the shallow seas, is more than thirteen times that of the land above sea-level; and if all the land surface and ocean                                  Although the geological record is in parts very imperfect, ye
